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" read him into fame;" he himself was soon
welcome in many houses of a better sort, where
his admirable talk, and his manners, which he
had direct from his Maker, except for a brush
he gave them at a country dancing school, com-
pleted what his poems had begun. We have a
sight of him at his first visit to Adamhill, in his
ploughman's shoes, coasting around the carpet as
though that were sacred ground. But he soon
grew used to carpets and their owners ; and he
was still the superior of all whom he encountered,
and ruled the roost in conversation. Such was
the impression made, that a young clergyman,
himself a man of ability, trembled and became
confused when he saw Robert enter the church
in which he was to preach. It is not surprising
that the poet determined to publish: he had now
stood the test of some publicity, and under this
hopeful impulse he composed in six winter
months the bulk of his more important poems.
Here was a young man who, from a very humble
place, was mounting rapidly ; from the cynosure
of a parish, he had become the talk of a county;
once the bard of rural courtships, he was now
about to appear as a bound and printed poet in
the world's bookshops.

A few more intimate strokes are necessary to
complete the sketch.    This strong young plough-